
1900 National League Season 
 
The 1900 National League season was a unique point in major league history as it was 
the only season that came after a planned contraction in size going from 12 teams to 8 
with the elimination of syndicate baseball (an owner owning multiple teams that 
produced the terrible 20-134 Cleveland Spiders). As a result there was a high 
concentration of quality players and as a result a higher quality of play not seen for 
another 20 years with the creation of the American League in 1901 diluting the talent. 
 

National League  W L  Pct.  GB  Home  Road  

Brooklyn Superbas 82 54 0.603 — 43–26 39–28 

Pittsburgh Pirates 79 60 0.568 4½ 42–28 37–32 

Philadelphia Phillies 75 63 0.543 8 45–23 30–40 

Boston Beaneaters 66 72 0.478 17 42–29 24–43 

St. Louis Cardinals 65 75 0.464 19 40–31 25–44 

Chicago Orphans 65 75 0.464 19 45–30 20–45 

Cincinnati Reds 62 77 0.446 21½ 27–34 35–43 

New York Giants 60 78 0.435 23 38–31 22–47 
 
Some of the Hall of Fame players who were part of this season: 

Cy Young 
Nap Lajoie 
Honus Wagner 
John McGraw 
Christie Mathewson (as a 19 year old rookie with a less than stellar season) 
Elmer Flick 
Ed Delahanty 
Jesse Burkett 
Willie Keeler 

 
Roster sizes: The NL had an in-season roster size if 15 so roster flexibility was minimal 
and pitchers pitches long and often 
 
This was the dead ball era so small ball was the key and power hitting was very limited as 
the league leader had 12. 
 
The gloves used were little more than lightly padded gloves so errors were quite 
common, (hence the very low fielding ratings) 
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